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THANK YOU AND FAREWELL 

HON. TOM PRICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it 
is expected that the United States Senate will 
vote on my nomination to serve our nation as 
the Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services shortly after midnight tonight. 
Due to the schedule, if I am confirmed, this is 
the last opportunity for me to address the 
House. 

The opportunity to serve as a Member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives has truly 
been one of the greatest honors of my life. 
Respectfully, allow me to take this opportunity 
to reflect on my time in Congress over the 
past 12 years. 

Mr. Speaker, first and foremost, I wish to 
thank my wife of 33 years, Betty. Her love, 
support, encouragement, and advice means 
more than I could ever say. In addition, as all 
here know, these jobs are family affairs—and 
our son, Robert, allowed his dad to be absent 
more than either of us desired. We’re so very 
proud of the adult he has become. 

Furthermore, this job and my passion for 
serving would not have been possible without 
the support and friendship of my colleagues, 
community, family, constituents, and staff 
throughout the years. It has been a blessing to 
work with such talented and bright minds to 
advance positive solutions to some of our na-
tion’s toughest issues and challenges. 

As Members of Congress, our first priority is 
to be accessible and accountable to those we 
serve, and to help support those living and 
working in our communities. That is why I am 
proud to say that since 2005, 164 of Georgia 
6th’s most bright and dedicated young people 
received an appointment to one of our nation’s 
military academies. 

In addition, we have responded to nearly 
600,000 letters, calls, and emails. Our case-
workers and team have had the privilege of 
helping over 11,000 constituents with federal 
agencies. Throughout the years, as just one 
part of our outreach efforts, we’ve made con-
tact with over a million constituents via tele-
phone town halls. 

To all the hardworking, decent citizens of 
Georgia’s 6th District who have given me the 
privilege of representing them in Congress—I 
will be forever grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, constituents are 
the reason that we’re given this honor to serve 
and I know that my Georgia colleagues under-
stand and appreciate this immense responsi-
bility. 

Over the years, my Georgia colleagues in 
the U.S. House of Representatives and Geor-
gia’s Senators, including Senators ISAKSON, 
PERDUE, and Chambliss, and I have worked 
together to secure wins for our great state. 

We’ve worked in a bipartisan fashion to help 
advance the necessary expansion of the Sa-
vannah Harbor, key to promoting our state’s 

commerce and a critical component to helping 
grow our economy and create jobs. 

We’ve also worked together to preserve and 
safeguard Georgia and the Atlanta area’s ac-
cess to a reliable water source, so that our 
local communities and state can continue to 
grow and prosper. 

More recently, we succeeded in enacting a 
law to rename a Marietta Post Office in honor 
of a true hero, Marietta’s Marine Lance Cor-
poral Skip Wells, a proud Marine who made 
the ultimate sacrifice and selflessly gave his 
life to protect his fellow servicemembers and 
to protect our nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have served 
and to have experienced firsthand our rep-
resentative democracy in action, and along-
side such honorable, dedicated public serv-
ants who have offered me both their friendship 
and counsel during my time in Congress. 

Over the past twelve years, I have had the 
honor to be chosen by my colleagues to serve 
as Chairman of the Republican Study Com-
mittee in the 111th Congress and in the 112th 
Congress as a member of the House Repub-
lican Leadership as Chairman of the Repub-
lican Policy Committee. In these leadership 
roles, my House colleagues and I have helped 
advance conservative Republican principles 
and solutions aimed at tackling the challenges 
facing America. 

Additionally, during the 114th Congress, it 
was an honor to be chosen to serve as the 
Chairman of the House Budget Committee 
where we succeeded in passing the first joint 
ten-year balanced budget agreement in over a 
decade. That success was due in large part to 
the tremendous staff on the committee as well 
as my colleagues who served on this com-
mittee in both the House and Senate. 

Together, we have much to be proud of, es-
pecially the work done to advance a real re-
form of the Congressional Budget Process. 
We must fix our broken budget process in 
order to enhance constitutional authority, 
strengthen budget enforcement, reverse the 
higher spending bias in Congress, control 
automatic spending, increase transparency, 
and ensure fiscal sustainability. 

Our budget resolutions have provided blue-
prints for how we can put our nation’s fiscal 
house in order while saving and strengthening 
vital health and retirement programs as well 
as ensuring needed resources for those who 
protect and defend our great nation; solutions 
that will ensure taxpayer dollars from Amer-
ican families and businesses are spent in an 
accountable and effective way. 

It is through the budget process that Con-
gress has begun an important effort to put in 
place positive, patient-centered solutions to fix 
our nation’s broken health care system. The 
status quo is harming Americans and their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, as my colleagues know, help-
ing achieve access to quality, affordable 
health care for all Americans has long been a 
driving force behind my legislative efforts in 
Congress. My first professional calling was to 
care for patients, following in the footsteps of 

both my father and grandfather who were also 
physicians. 

That’s why we authored and introduced the 
Empowering Patients First Act, an alternative 
to Obamacare with real, patient-centered re-
forms to build a more innovative and respon-
sive health care system—one that empowers 
patients and ensures they and their doctor 
have the freedom to make health care deci-
sions without bureaucratic interference or influ-
ence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my goal and commitment 
to the American people that I will work as Sec-
retary of HHS to ensure that our health care 
system adheres to what I call the six principles 
of health care: affordability, accessibility, qual-
ity, choices, innovation, and responsiveness. 

The new administration and HHS will work 
together with the Congress to get Washington 
out of the way, to protect and strengthen our 
country’s health care system to help improve 
the lives of the American people, to help heal 
individuals and whole communities across our 
beloved nation. 

It is truly an honor to accept President 
Trump’s nomination to serve our nation as the 
Secretary of the Department of Health and 
Human Services. My obligation will be to carry 
to the Department both an appreciation for bi-
partisan, team-driven policymaking and what 
has been a lifetime commitment to improving 
the health and well-being of the American 
people. 

I am humbled by the incredible challenges 
that lay ahead and enthusiastic for the oppor-
tunity to be a part of solving them on behalf 
of all Americans. There is much work to be 
done to ensure we have a health care system 
that works for patients, families, and doctors; 
that leads the world in the cure and prevention 
of illness; and that is based on sensible rules 
to protect the well-being of the country while 
embracing its innovative spirit. 

With a healthy dose of humility and appre-
ciation for the scope of the challenges before 
us, with the assistance of my fellow Americans 
and with God’s will, we can make it happen. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity 
to appear before you today and once again, 
thank you to the constellation of individuals 
who have given me this great honor to serve 
as the Congressman for Georgia’s 6th District. 
May God continue to bless you and our be-
loved United States of America. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR MICHAEL 
‘‘MICKEY’’ STRAUB 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a dedicated public servant from the 
Sixth Congressional District of Illinois, Mayor 
Michael ‘‘Mickey’’ Straub of Burr Ridge. Al-
most five years ago, Mayor Straub embarked 
on a historic and patriotic pilgrimage in honor 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:26 Feb 10, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A09FE8.001 E09FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE170 February 9, 2017 
of Lincoln and our veterans when he visited 
50 capitols in 50 days. 

In 2012, between September 4 and October 
17, Mayor Straub drove nearly 15,000 miles to 
48 state capitols and flew to two others—Ha-
waii and Alaska. His momentous journey 
began in Pennsylvania, and after a small cere-
mony in Gettysburg outside the home where 
Lincoln finished writing the Address, he trav-
eled to the state capitol in Harrisburg. Forty- 
three days later, he concluded his capitol jour-
ney in Springfield, Illinois in front of the Lincoln 
Tomb. 

The historic and record breaking trip was no 
easy task. The trip cost over $20,000 and 
added a great many miles to his Lincoln Town 
Car, homage to the 16th President. Neverthe-
less, Mayor Straub remained steadfast in his 
belief that the journey was a great success 
due to God and the American people saying, 
‘‘I launched the trip on behalf of God and 
country, but it was actually God and country 
that pulled me through. It started more about 
principles and patriotism, but it was the people 
who kept me going.’’ 

Mayor Straub has represented his commu-
nity well and has been a strong voice for the 
Village of Burr Ridge throughout his time in of-
fice. His service to the people of Burr Ridge 
and to Illinois is truly commendable. It is our 
hope that the public will continue to benefit 
from his involvement as a valued member of 
the community and Mayor of Burr Ridge. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mayor Mickey Straub on his historic 
journey across the United States, and also 
taking his lead in remembering the spirit of the 
Gettysburg Address and President Lincoln. 

f 

THE PASSING OF VAINO HASSAN 
SPENCER 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor the life and memory of California Ap-
peals Court Justice Vaino Hassan Spencer. 

A month after Vaino was born in 1920, 
women gained the right to vote. She grew up 
during the Great Depression, started her pro-
fessional career as a real estate broker, and 
married fellow broker Lorenzo Spencer in the 
late 1940s. She embarked on a legal career 
after graduating from Southwestern Law 
School in 1952, and practiced for nine years 
before then-governor Pat Brown appointed her 
to the Municipal Court bench in 1961, the first 
African American woman to hold a judgeship 
in California. She was elevated to the Superior 
Court in 1976 by then-Governor Jerry Brown, 
who went on to name her as presiding justice 
of Division One of the Second Appellate Dis-
trict Court of Appeal in 1980, making her the 
first Black woman to sit on a California ap-
peals court. 

Justice Spencer believed in the concept of 
‘‘lift as you climb’’ and worked to create oppor-
tunities for women and people of color, espe-
cially in the legal profession. She founded the 
Black Women Lawyers Association of Los An-
geles in 1974 to provide support to those al-
ready in the profession, and to assist others 
with scholarships, mentoring and guidance. 
The very next year, she joined with another 

Appeals Court Justice to coordinate efforts in 
support of women nominated to federal and 
state supreme courts. That collaboration grew 
into the National Association of Women 
Judges, which aimed to increase the number 
of women in the judiciary and to address the 
gender bias problems experienced by the few 
women who were on the bench. President 
Jimmy Carter met with NAWJ in 1980, having 
appointed nearly four times the women to the 
federal bench (38) than had ever been ap-
pointed by all of his predecessors. 

In remarks later, she said: ‘‘We have been 
warmly greeted [everywhere], and we’ve got-
ten tremendous support, even from local 
judges who were openly resentful of our orga-
nizing initially. They have come around to be 
quite supportive. . . .’’ 

She served one of the longest tenures on 
the bench in California history, retiring in 2007. 
I salute the life and legacy of Justice Spencer, 
a legacy of service to the legal profession, to 
the state of California and to the nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EXPANSION OF 
CYPRESS BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. MIKE JOHNSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it 
is an honor for me to rise and recognize the 
Cypress Baptist Church of Benton, Louisiana. 
For over thirty years, Cypress Baptist has 
blessed the lives of many in our region. Most 
recently, God has blessed Cypress Baptist 
Church with the means to expand their sanc-
tuary to grow their ministry. 

Their mission, ‘‘to help people come to 
know Christ and to grow in Christ,’’ has been 
modeled by the church’s faithful congregation 
and their commitment to the Lord is unwaver-
ing. Because of their continued stewardship, 
more and more people are answering the call 
of God by being baptized and carrying out crit-
ical mission work. 

Over the past two years the communities of 
Benton and Bossier City and surrounding 
areas have come together to help Cypress 
Baptist in its mission. This church has touched 
the lives of so many, and is growing exponen-
tially, and it is only fitting that God rewards 
them with the blessing of more space to carry 
out their service. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize Cy-
press Baptist Church and congratulate this pil-
lar of our community on its continued dedica-
tion to the Kingdom. Their new sanctuary will 
be a true blessing to the people of our com-
munity. My wife, Kelly and I pray that the Spirit 
of the Lord continue to bless the congregation 
of Cypress Baptist Church. 

f 

URGING SENATE TO REJECT NOMI-
NATION OF SEN. JEFF SESSIONS 
FOR ATTORNEY GENERAL 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 9, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD the text of an op-ed that was 

published yesterday in The Hill, entitled 
‘‘When It Comes to Leading the Justice De-
partment, the Senate Should Just Say No To 
Sen. Sessions,’’ whose headquarters building 
is named after Robert F. Kennedy, by Con-
gresswoman SHEILA JACKSON LEE. 

[From The Hill, Feb. 8, 2017] 
WHEN IT COMES TO LEADING THE JUSTICE DE-

PARTMENT, THE SENATE SHOULD JUST SAY 
NO TO SESSIONS 

(By Sheila Jackson Lee) 
Many people think the role of the U.S. At-

torney General is simply to be the nation’s 
chief prosecutor. This seriously understates 
the responsibility, power, and moral author-
ity of the office. The attorney general is the 
lawyer for the American people. He is not 
the president’s lawyer. The Attorney Gen-
eral leads the Department of Justice and jus-
tice is his client and his mission. As a mem-
ber of the President’s Cabinet, it is impor-
tant that the Attorney General have the 
trust of the President, but as the ‘‘People’s 
Lawyer,’’ it is essential that he or she have 
the trust and confidence of the American 
people. 

The nomination of U.S. Sen. Jefferson 
Beauregard ‘‘Jeff’’ Sessions III of Alabama to 
be the next Attorney General of the United 
States does not inspire the required trust 
and confidence. 

Many of the senator’s supporters, ranging 
from his Republican colleagues in the Senate 
to current and former staffers to home state 
friends and constituents, praise the senator 
for his modesty and courtesy and manners. 
The four-term senator and former state and 
federal prosecutor is, we are told, learned in 
the law, a person of deep faith, a good man 
who loves his family, his state, and his coun-
try. 

We can, as the lawyers say, stipulate that 
these assertions are true. But that does not 
make him an appropriate and deserving can-
didate to be Attorney General of the United 
States. And that is because the office of At-
torney General and the Department of Jus-
tice he or she leads is different in a very fun-
damental way from every other Cabinet de-
partment. 

Unlike, say, the secretary of Transpor-
tation or Commerce or Education, or even 
the secretary of Defense or State, the Attor-
ney General leads a department that is 
charged with administering the laws and en-
forcing the Constitutional guarantees and 
protections that directly affect every Amer-
ican, all 320 million of us. 

Sen. Sessions may be a courtly and cour-
teous Southern gentleman but those quali-
ties, charming and desirable as they may be 
in a senator, simply are not nearly enough to 
make one fit to serve as Attorney General of 
the United States of America. 

The position of Attorney General is unique 
because he or she is the only Cabinet officer 
who owes a stronger allegiance to the Amer-
ican people than to the president who nomi-
nated him or her. This is not true even for 
the secretaries of State, of Defense, or of the 
Treasury because while they are all charged 
with upholding the Constitution, their views 
regarding the fundamental rights and civil 
liberties of the American people are not es-
sential to the execution of their govern-
mental duties. 

One of the major reasons why the nomina-
tion of a sitting four-term senator to be At-
torney General is unprecedented is that the 
role of a senator is to be a partisan advocate 
for specific legislative outcomes while the 
role of the Attorney General is to enforce 
the law. It is dangerous to combine this par-
tisan zeal with the power and discretion 
vested in the Attorney General to shape 
legal policy in the federal judiciary. As At-
torney General, Sen. Sessions will have an 
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